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This study analyzed and determined the feasibility 
of a computerized colleoe selection service for high school students. 
One thousand seniors were randomly selected from among the public 
school system in Pegion III. They completed a questionnaire detailing 
th^ir qualification for college admission and preference for college 
characteristics. This information was matched with a co r ruterized 
college data lank and 10 school 0 most closely aoproxima t inq the 
student's interest and abilities were identified. In addition, each 
cooperating counselor completed a questionnaire that presented 
information on the counselor's "level of satisfaction 1 ’ rith each 
student's college selections as determined by the computer. The study 
also developed comparative statistics about the preferences and 
trends of the sample. The appendices include: the guidelines for 
student selection, the counselor questionnaire, the C.A.M.P.U.S. 
questionnaire, a sample answer sheet, a list of computerized colleoe 
selections, and an explanation of the computer print-out. (AF) 
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SUMMARY 



Conclusions 

1. The interest in the project on the part of- participating 

counselors and students was extremely high. , . 

2. The ability of the computer to effectively and efficiently 
handle the data retrieval chores associated with college- 
selection has been proven. It would be virtually impossible for 
a counselor or student to ’make an objective appraisal of the 
information contained in the C.A.M.P.U.S. .databank in any. 
reasonable amount cf time. 



3. The C.A.M.P.U.S. computerized college-selection program 
matches a student's questionnaire responses to over 1/2 million 
facts about 2500 institutions of higher learning in the United 
States, and selects the ten "most appropriate" schools; the 
entire process takes less than 10 seconds. 

4. The guidance counselors felt that in 70% of the cases, aj: 

least 5 ( i . e . , 1/2) of the student's college-selections were 

"in Line" with the kinds of schools the counselor would re- 
commend. 

. in 54% of the cases at least 7 ' (i .e . , 3/4) 
of the college-selections were "in line" 

. in 19% of the cases all of .the college- 
selections were "in line" 

5. The computer is, indeed, a valuable data retrieval tool 
for the guidance counselor. It frees the counselor from the 
"clerical drudgery" associated with college-selection, and 
provides more time for in-depth counseling. 



Recommendations ■ - .... 

1 . This study has demonstrated the feasibility of using the 
computer. as a guidance support system. The cost for the op- 
eration of a computerized college-selection program, such as 
C.A.M.P.U.S,, is so low that virtually any school system can 
afford to use it.* 
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2. Tho U.S. Office of Education shahid increase its support 
in the area of information retrieval systems for guidance 
counseling. It is important, however , that emphasis be placed 
on improving existing systems, rather than funding fundamental 
research. 

3* Consideration should be given to adapting the computerized 
college-selection system for "real-time" computer access . This 
system would permit counselors and students to use the data- 
bank on demand, thereby providing for a dynamic system. 

\ 

4. Because of the proven benefits of the computer in infer-] 
matron retrieval for college-selection, similar complementary 
systems should also be developed. Possible systems might includ 
a vocational -school information system and a financial aid 
information system.. 
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THE PROBLEM AND THE NEED 



The growing importance of higher education and the ever in- 
creasing competition for college admission has placed greater 
eraohasis on the guidance counselor's position. The problem 
of maximizing the already limited counseling hours available 
to high school students is, indeed, becoming more critical. 

In June of 1965, 2 1/2 million students graduated from high 
schools in the United States; of this number , approximately 
52% (1.3 million) enrolled in U.S. colleges the following Sept 
ember. The main sources of college selection information for 
these students were their high school guidance counselors. Un- 
fortunately, there were only 33,600 guidance counselors avail- 
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able to 'assist the 1,300,000, prospective college students: 
a ratio of 1 counselor for every 30C students. While this radio ( 
in itself, illustrates the lack of a. sufficient number of train- 
ed guidance personnel, it- tells only- part of the problem. 

i 

The guidance counselor's functions are not restricted to help- 
ing a limited number of high school students select a college. 

In feLct, the number of high school students who were numbered 



amoung the counselors' clientele in 1965 totaled almost' 8 

* • *> 

million (this does not include 3.2 million 9th grade students). 
The initial ratio of 1:300 no\$ takes on a six~fold increase so 
the unbelievable ratio of 1:1800; . these counselor/student , 
ratios are hardly suited to personal counseling,. 

This situation is bound to get worse. The rapid growth of two- ■ 
year community colleges will undoubtedly contribute to tpe 
already difficult burden of assisting high school students 
with their career plans, * , . 

Because a great. deal of the guidance counselor's time is de- - 
voted to helping prospective college students select a college, 
and since this is a time-consuming and laborious task (not to 0 
mention* non-comprehensive and inaccurate, when done in the 



^All Statistics are U.S. Office of Education estimates, and '.'ere 
included in the Di gest of Educational • Statis tics , 1968 edition. 
Office of Education, DHEW. . ’ . 
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